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 Bonus Episode 13 // The Book of Eli (2010) // 128 minutes 

 
Internal: MORALITY – Redemption 
External: ACTION – Adventure  

 

“People had more than they needed. We had no idea what was precious and 

what wasn't. We threw away things people kill each other for now.” 

  

Progressive 
Complication (1:13:00) 
- Carnegie finds them 

at the house and 
eventually shoots Eli 
after taking the book.

Crisis (1:22:00) - Does 
Eli give Carnegie the 

book or let Solaris die? 
BEST BAD CHOICE

Climax (1:23:00) - Eli 
gives Carnegie the 

book.

Resolution (1:35:00) -
Eli and Solaris arrive 

at Alcatraz Island.

Inciting Incident (24:02) 
- Eli hears the 

motorcycles (of the gang 
that raped and murdered 
on the road) rolling into 

town.

 

A post-apocalyptic tale, in 

which a lone man fights his 

way across America in order 

to protect a sacred book that 

holds the secrets to saving 

humankind. 

Genre: Action, Adventure, 

Drama 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1

037705/ 

 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1037705/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1037705/


THE THREE ACTS 

 

 

The Protagonist – Eli 

Wants to? 
“Go west” to deliver the 
Bible to a printer. 

Needs? 
To find meaning in the 
broken, devastated world. 
Redemption? 

The Antagonist – 
Carnegie 

Wants to? 
To find a Bible. 

Needs? 
To use faith as a weapon, 
control the masses. 

 

 

Act I

Eli tries to avoid conflict on the road as he travels west.

Act II - Aprox. 25% mark (00:33:00)

Eli is held by Carnegie after the fatal bar fight. Carnegie sizes up 
Eli and once he realizes Eli is in possession of a Bible, Carnegie 
pursues Eli.

Act III - Aprox. 75% mark (01:23:00)

Eli is shot and left for dead. He is "resurrected" by Solara and 
then finishes his journey to the west where he delivers the Bible 
which he has memorized during his 30 years on the road.



CHARACTER ARCHETYPES 

 

*More on Campbell’s archetypes - https://mythcreants.com/blog/the-eight-character-archetypes-of-the-heros-journey/  

DOES THE MOVIE WORK? WHY OR WHY NOT? 

The Career Authors believe The Book of Eli works because it honors the post-apocalyptic conventions while still delivering a unique 

angle and stunning twist. Although some scenes tested the suspension of belief, the film is incredibly powerful and should be a 

masterworks study for any writer of science fiction. 

 

 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com 

The Mentor 
- The Bible

Threshold 
Guardian -
Solara, the 

woman with 
the cart 

Herald -
Redridge

Shape 
Shifter -
Redridge, 

Solara

Shadow -
Carnegie

The Ally -
Solara

The 
Trickster -

George & 
Martha

https://mythcreants.com/blog/the-eight-character-archetypes-of-the-heros-journey/
http://thecareerauthor.com/

