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Internal: WORLDVIEW – Education 
External: THRILLER – Psychological  

 

“One day the AIs are going to look back on us the same way we look at fossil skeletons on the 

plains of Africa. An upright ape living in dust with crude language and tools, all set for 

extinction.” 

  

Progressive 
Complication 

(31:00) - Ava tells 
Caleb, "You're wrong 

about Nathan. He 
isn't your friend."

Crisis (1:16:00) -
Does Caleb side with 
Eva who he's falling 
for OR does he side 
with Nathan, his all-

powerful boss? 
BEST BAD 

CHOICE

Climax (1:17:00) -
Caleb sides with Eva, 
telling her he'll open 

the doors for her.

Resolution (1:38:00) 
- Caleb is locked in 
the room by Eva as 

she kills Nathan.

Inciting Incident 
(1:00) - Caleb wins 
"first prize" in the 

contest.

 

A young programmer is 

selected to participate in a 

ground-breaking experiment 

in synthetic intelligence by 

evaluating the human 

qualities of a highly 

advanced humanoid A.I. 

Genre: Drama, Mystery, Sci-

Fi 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0

470752/ 

 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0470752/
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THE THREE ACTS 

 

 

The Protagonist – Caleb 

Wants to? 
Impress his boss. 

Needs? 
To find a personal connection 
in an otherwise isolated and 
lonely existence. 

The Antagonist – Nathan 

Wants to? 
To see if his AL can pass the 
Turing test. 

Needs? 
To be known throughout 
history as the man responsible 
for the singularity. 

 

 

Act I

Caleb arrives at Nathan's home/research facility and Nathan is 
explaining why he's there.

Act II - Aprox. 17% mark (00:19:00)

Caleb is having sessions with Eva to see if she can pass the 
Turing test but he's falling in love with her.

Act III - Aprox. 70% mark (01:15:00)

Caleb isn't sure who is telling the truth and he plots with Eva 
against Nathan.



INNOVATIONS & TWISTS 

 

  

DOES THE MOVIE WORK? WHY OR WHY NOT? 

The Career Authors believe Ex Machina works and is one of the best movies we’ve analyzed so far. Watch it again and pay close 

attention to the filmmakers’ brilliance. 

 

 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com 

The movie 
"turns" with the 

first 
progressive 

complication.

Several twists 
occur AFTER 

the Resolution

Twist 1 -
Nathan tells 
Caleb that he 

knew about the 
plan. Eva won.

Twist 2 - Caleb 
tells Nathan he 

assumed he 
was watching, 

already 
changed codes.

Twist 3 - Eva 
locks Caleb in 

the room.

Twist 4 - Eva 
cuts the power 

a final time 
preventing 
Caleb from 
getting out.
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