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Internal: Morality – Testing, Triumph, or Redemption 
External: Action – Adventure – Doomsday or Environment 
 
The 5 Global Commandments 

 

“Mankind was born on Earth. It was never meant to die here.” 

  

Progressive Complication 
(02:0700) - Endurance is 

damaged after Mann forces 
the connection and blows 

the hatch.

Crisis (2:08:00) - Dock the 
Endurance or not? BEST 

BAD CHOICE

Climax (2:11:00) - Docks 
the Endurance.

Resolution (2:13:00) -
Cooper navigates to 

Edmund’s planet, realizing 
he’s never going to see his 
kids again. TARS is sent to 
the black hole to hopefully 
transmit data back. Cooper 

sacrifices himself to get 
Brand to Edmund’s planet 
while opting to go through 
the black hole alone. Ends 

up in “time as a dimension” 
behind the bookshelves.

Inciting Incident (20:00) -
Dust patterns on floor are 

binary code.

 

A team of explorers travel 

through a wormhole in space 

in an attempt to ensure 

humanity's survival. 

Genre: Adventure, Drama, 

Sci-Fi 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0

816692/ 

 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0816692/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0816692/


THE THREE FOUR ACTS 

 

 

The Protagonist – Cooper 

Wants: 
To return to his daughter. 

Needs: 
To honor his word. 

The Antagonist – Space? 

Wants: 
? 

Needs: 
? 

 

 

Act I

Cooper's "normal" life and leading up to his Call to Adventure 
(piloting the Endurance).

Act II - Aprox. 28% mark (00:48:00)

Traveling through space and wormhole, landing on Miller's 
planet.

Act III - Aprox. 42% mark (01:12:00)

From Miller's planet to Mann's planet.

Act IV - Aprox. 57% mark (01:36:00)

From Mann's planet to Cooper coming back through the 
wormhole near Saturn.



SPECIAL: THE FOUR ACTS, PLUS ONE? 

Act 1 
II = 20:00 Dust patterns on floor are binary code. 
PC/TP = 30:00 Endurance is leaving Earth, needs a pilot, a wormhole near Saturn. 
CR = 36:00 Does Cooper pilot Endurance and leave or not. Murph wants him to stay. 
CX = 41:00 Cooper decides to leave. 
R = 43:00 Cooper is now in space. 
 
Act 2 
II = 48:00 They get gravity working on the Endurance. 
PC/TP = 1:01:00 The wormhole is there, unknown. 
CR = 1:03:00 Land or don’t land? Fuel vs. time. 
CX = 1:08:00 Cooper lands (on Miller’s planet) where each hour spent is 7 years on Earth. 
R = 1:10:00 Massive waves comes. Kills Doyle. 
 
Act 3 
II = 1:12:00 Stuck in water, engines are flooded, they’ve lost decades of time. 
PC/TP = 1:18:00 They have to return to the ship. 23 years have passed. 
MURPH II = 1:25:00 Scientific breakthrough around time. 
CR = 1:25:00 Believe in Edwin’s data or come to the planet (conversation about love). 
CX = 1:29:00 Chart course to Mann’s planet. 
MURPH PC/TP = 1:33:00 Professor admits whole thing was pointless, that he thought it was impossible to bring anyone 
back through the wormhole. 
R = 1:35:00 Cooper lands them on Mann’s planet. 
 
Act 4 
II = 1:36:00 They go into Dr. Mann’s station and wake him up. 
MURPH CR = 1:45:00 Does Murph tell the others (in her town) that it’s hopeless, the dust is killing the planet? She still 
wants to find a solution. 
MURPH PC/TP = ? 
MURPH CX = 1:54:00 Murph is working to save everyone because her Cooper isn’t coming back. 
*2:00:00 Mann betrays the mission, admits he faked data to get rescuers to come for him. 
MURH R = 2:06:00 Gets the solution, realizes the “ghost” was her dad. 
PC/TP = 2:07:00 Endurance is damaged after Mann forces the connection and blows the hatch. 
CR = 2:08:00 Dock the Endurance or not? 
CX = 2:11:00 Docks the Endurance. 
R = 2:13:00 Cooper navigates to Edmund’s planet, realizing he’s never going to see his kids again. TARS is sent to the 
black hole to hopefully transmit data back. Cooper sacrifices himself to get Brand to Edmund’s planet while opting to go 
through the black hole alone. Ends up in “time as a dimension” behind the bookshelves. 
 
Epilogue? 
2:35:00 Cooper wakes up on Cooper Station, orbiting Saturn. His daughter is old and dying, but alive. 
2:40:00 Cooper and Murph reunite. 
2:42:00 Cooper leaves to go back and live with Brand. 

DOES THE MOVIE WORK? WHY OR WHY NOT? 

The Career Authors believe Interstellar works although the Nolan innovates the structure with a “stellar” ending. For fans of sci-fi or 

drama, this is a movie not to be missed. 
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