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What is the promise(s) made to the viewer? 
I (Peter Berg) promise to deliver an exciting and emotional 
story about a coach and his high school football team on a 
quest to win the state championship. 
 

           PLOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  “It’s only football.” 

 

  

 

Genre: Drama, Sport 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0

758745/ 

 

 

Pixar Pitch

Once upon a time Eric Taylor was promoted to 
head coach of the Panthers. Every day he 
prepares his team for the season opener. One 
day his star quarterback is injured late in the 
game. Because of that, he puts in the backup 
QB. Because of that, the team struggles. Until 
finally, the backup wins the game.

Logline (from IMDB.com)

In the small town of Dillon, Texas, one night 
matters: Friday Night. Eric Taylor has recently 
been hired as the head football coach for the 
Dillon High School Panthers, the town's pride 
and joy. Friday Night Lights displays the stress 
that the town gives the high school players to 
win, and the hope that the team gives to a small 
town, and how a team has its low points, its high 
points, and how they come together as a team on 
their way to victory. - Zac Abrams

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0758745/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0758745/


What is the hook? 

Late in the season opener, the Panthers are losing. Their star quarterback, Jason Street, is injured 

and it appears to be serious. 

POVs used in episode 1: 

Coach Taylor, Tami Taylor, Jason Street, Tim Riggins, Brian “Smash” Williams, Matt Saracen, Lyla 

Garrity 

  

Choice

Conflict -

19:35 = 

Expectations 

surprise Coach 

at the car 

dealership.

Coach Taylor

Consequence



 

THEME 

 

CHARACTER 

The Protagonist – Coach Eric Taylor 

Wants: 
To win the state championship. 

Needs: 
To become his own man. 

The Antagonist – Expectations 

Wants: 
To win the state championship. 

Needs: 
N/A 

 

 

WORLD 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com  

What's it really about?

We're all tested when bad things happen.

Fame can corrupt, especially the young.

People need a reason to rally the community.

What is wrong with this world?

Bad things happen to good people. Life isn't fair.

http://thecareerauthor.com/

