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What is the promise(s) made to the viewer? 
I (Ryan Murphy and Brad Falchuk) promise to create a 
horror story that ties 1692 Salem to present-day New 
Orleans with wit, dark humor, and an all-star cast. 
 

           PLOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “The world's not going to miss a bunch of assholes in Ed Hardy t-shirts.” 

 

  

 

Genre: Horror 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3

743358/ 

 

 

Pixar Pitch

Once upon a time Zoe Benson has a boyfriend. 
Every day she screws around with him. One day 
they go all the way and she inadvertantly kills 
him with a curse. Because of that, she is sent to 
a witch finishing school in New Orleans. 
Because of that, she is introduced to a coven. 
Until finally, she accepts her powers and uses 
them to kill a rapist.

Summary (from 
https://americanhorrorstory.fandom.com)

American Horror Story: Coven tells the secret history of 
witches and witchcraft in America. Over 300 years have 
passed since the turbulent days of the Salem witch trials 
and those who managed to escape are now facing 
extinction. Mysterious attacks have been escalating 
against their kind and young girls are being sent away to a 
special school in New Orleans to learn how to protect 
themselves. Wrapped up in the turmoil is new arrival, Zoe 
(Taissa Farmiga), who is harboring a terrifying secret of 
her own. Alarmed by the recent aggression, Fiona (Jessica 
Lange), the long-absent Supreme, sweeps back into town 
determined to protect the Coven and hell-bent on 
decimating anyone who gets in her way.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3743358/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3743358/


What is the hook? 

Fiona Goode, the Supreme, takes over the school—with a vengeance. And at the end of the episode 

we see that she’s brought Delphine LaLaurie back to life. 

POVs used in episode 1: 

Zoe Benson, Delphine LaLaurie, Myrtle Snow, Cordelia Foxx, Kyle Spencer, Madison Montgomery, 

Misty Day, Fiona Goode 

  

Choice - 43:00 = 

Use her curse to 

kill a boy and get 

revenge for 

Madison or let a 

rapist live.

Conflict - 7:08 = 

Zoe's boyfriend 

dies as they're 

having sex.

Zoe Benson

Consequence -

46:00 = Zoe uses 

her curse to kill 

the rapist and she 

has crossed the 

line, a member of 

the coven.



 

THEME 

 

CHARACTER 

The Protagonist – Zoe Benson 

Wants: 
To fit in at school, to find love. 

Needs: 
To learn how to control her fierce 
power, accept her gift. 

The Antagonist – The Cruel World 

Wants: 
To stamp out and kill anything it 
doesn’t understand. 

Needs: 
N/A 

 

 

WORLD 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com  

What's it really about?

Appearances can be deceiving.

Oppressed people don't stay oppressed forever.

Knowledge is Supreme power.

What is wrong with this world?

This cruel world punishes anything it doesn't understand.
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