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What is the promise(s) made to the viewer? 
I (Phoebe Waller-Bridge) promise to create a dark comedy 
with a flawed yet endearing character who is trying to 
navigate through the guilt and grief surrounding the death 
of her best friend. 
 

           PLOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Dad's way of coping with two motherless daughters was to buy us tickets 

to feminist lectures, start fucking our godmother and eventually stop calling.” 

 

 

Genre: Comedy, Drama 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5

687612/ 

 

 

Pixar Pitch

Once upon a time Fleabag wakes up desperate. 
Every day she goes through her life trying to get 
what she needs from other people. One day she 
fails at securing a bank loan. Because of that, 
she tries to ask her sister for money but fails. 
Because of that, she steals an expensive 
sculpture from her stepmother. Until finally, 
she is in the cab with the stolen sculpture and 
she thinks her problems are solved.

Summary (from https://imdb.com)

A comedy series adapted from the award-winning play 
about a young woman trying to cope with life in London 
whilst coming to terms with a recent tragedy.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5687612/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5687612/


  

What is the hook? 

Phoebe Waller-Bridge uses sex as a hook in episode 1. She portrays Fleabag as an attractive young 

woman who is morally bankrupt as well as financially bankrupt and we (the viewer) want to see how 

low she will get or when she will hit “rock bottom.” 

Interesting observations about episode 1: 

• 7 scenes 

• 4 flashbacks 

  

Choice - 19:47 = 

Desperate for money, 

does she ask her 

father for it or not?

Conflict - 8:16 = 

Fleabag accidentally 

lifts her shirt and 

gets rejected for the 

bank loan.

Fleabag

Consequence - 25:35 

= She doesn't get 

what she needs from 

her father but she 

steals her 

stepmother's 

exensive sculpture.



 

THEME 

 

CHARACTER 

The Protagonist – Fleabag 

Wants: 
To get money to keep her café open. 

Needs: 
To deal with the death of her friend. 

The Antagonist – Fleabag’s Family 

Wants: 
To make her fit in. 

Needs: 
To remove the stigma of the 
black sheep. 

 

 

WORLD 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com  

What's it really about?

Modern life is isolating.

Families are dysfunctional.

Grief sucks.

What is wrong with this world?

Life is totally unfair.

http://thecareerauthor.com/

