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What is the promise(s) made to the viewer? 
I (Greg Daniels) promise to create a cringe-worthy comedy 
that most people can relate to through an innovative 
“documentary” style that breaks the fourth wall. 
 

           PLOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  “Well, happy birthday, Jesus. Sorry your party's so lame.” 

 

  

 

Genre: Comedy 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0

386676/ 

 

 

Pixar Pitch

Once upon a time Michael decides to hold an 
office Christmas party. Every day he exagerrates 
his Christmas spirit and builds anticipation for 
the event. One day he buys an iPod for Secret 
Santa (Ryan). Because of that, he institutes 
"Yankee Swap." Because of that, he ruins the 
gift exchange. Until finally, he gets the office 
drunk and saves the Christmas party.

Summary (from https://imdb.com)

A mockumentary on a group of typical 
office workers, where the workday 
consists of ego clashes, inappropriate 
behavior, and tedium.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0386676/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0386676/


What is the hook? 

Even without watching previous episodes, we are shown Steve Carell’s character as the stereotypical 

office manager—inept, selfish, and often clueless as to how his actions affect others. Once we know 

that Michael spent $400 on an iPod, for a gift exchange with a limit of $20, we know it’s going to end 

badly. The “hook” is wanting to see just how bad things will get. 

Interesting observations about Christmas Party: 

• Although we identify Michael as the protagonist, Jim also has a Conflict, Choice, and 

Consequence and they’re related to Michael’s. 

• The episode has a standard three-act structure. The characters are prepping for the part in act 

1. Act 2 begins at approximately 4:48 with the beginning of the gift exchange and act 3 starts at 

approximately 14:57 when the party commences (with alcohol). 

• John Krasinski’s character is just as cringeworthy as Carell’s but in a different way. We get 

glimpses into how much of a crush Jim has on Pam.  

• Almost every beat in this episode is brilliant, such as the look on Angela’s face when they light 

the tree with the small bulbs, or when Michael compliments Ryan as a member of the Party 

Planning Committee. 

  

Choice - 8:48 = 

Does Michael 

accept the 

"crappy" gift or 

change the rules 

for his own good?

Conflict - 8:40 = 

Michael opens his 

secret santa gift 

from Phyllis--and 

it's a handmade 

oven mitt.

Michael Scott

Consequence -

20:25 = He 

changes the rules 

which ultimately 

leads to his 

redemption by 

bring vodka to the 

party.



 

THEME 

 

CHARACTER 

The Protagonist – Michael 

Wants: 
To have the best office party ever. 

Needs: 
To be seen as the “most giving.” 

The Antagonist – “Corporate” 

Wants: 
To make sure employees follow the rules. 

Needs: 
N/A 

 

 

WORLD 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com  

What's it really about?

The true meaning of Christmas.

The power of materialism.

People just want to be around other people for the holidays.

What is wrong with this world?

Life isn't fair, even when you play by the rules.

http://thecareerauthor.com/

