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What is the promise(s) made to the viewer? 
I (David Fincher) promise to create a gripping crime drama 
based on the early attempts of the F.B.I. to bring serial 
killers to justice. 
 

           PLOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The question is not only why did the killer do it, but why did the 

killer do it this way?” 

 

  

 

Genre: Crime, Drama, 

Thriller 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5

290382/ 

 

 

Pixar Pitch

Once upon a time Holden Ford is working for 
the F.B.I. Every day he teaches hostage 
negotiation techniques at Quantico. One day he 
meets Bill Tench who offers him to ride along 
to do field research. Because of that, he travels 
to Iowa with Bill to counsel a local police 
department on a double murder. Because of 
that, he gets involved in the case. Until finally, 
he oversteps his bounds, his future as a serial 
killer hunter in doubt.

Summary (from https://imdb.com)

Set in the late 1970s, two FBI agents are 
tasked with interviewing serial killers to 
solve open cases.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5290382/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5290382/


What is the hook? 

Although graphic, the episode opens with a short scene where Holden Ford fails at hostage 

negotiation when the suspect takes his own life. His superior at the F.B.I. will claim it was a success 

because the hostage wasn’t killed or injured, but Ford sees it as a failure. He’s determined to get 

better at what he does by using new and unconventional techniques. And this is an irresistible open 

loop for the viewer. 

Interesting observations: 

• A significant portion of the first episode is spent developing the relationship between Holden 

and his girlfriend, Debbie Mitford. However, the relationship is directly connected to the quest 

Ford is about to embark upon. 

• Holden is positioned as an outsider amongst outsiders which creates an interesting dynamic 

between him, the public, and the F.B.I. 

  

Choice - 39:23 = Does 

Holden join Bill Tench 

on the road to learn 

more or does he stay 

in his current 

position?

Conflict - 8:49 = While 

debriefing the 

situation that took 

place in Braddock, 

Holden's boss 

"promotes" him by 

giving Ford a 

teaching position.

Holden Ford

Consequence - 49:15 

= Holden has his first 

taste of hunting 

serial killers and now 

he can't go back to 

his previous life.



 

THEME 

 

CHARACTER 

The Protagonist – Holden 

Wants: 
To discover why we murder. 

Needs: 
To be the best at what he does. 

The Antagonist – “The System” 

Wants: 
To keep things the same. 

Needs: 
N/A 

 

 

WORLD 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com  

What's it really about?

We don't know why people do what they do.

Change is hard.

Our passions can consume us.

What is wrong with this world?

We don't always use the best tools for the job even though we 
have them.

http://thecareerauthor.com/

