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What is the promise(s) made to the viewer? 
I (Drew and John Erick Dowdle) promise to deliver a 
thrilling and multi-dimensional interpretation of the Branch 
Davidian raid near Waco, Texas in 1993. 
 

           PLOT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Joy comes from becoming more than you are 

today.” 

 

 

Genre: Crime, Drama, History 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6

040674/ 

 

 

Pixar Pitch

Once upon a time an F.B.I. agent is teaching 
young recruits at Quantico. Every day Gary 
Noesner does his work and believes in the 
Bureau's mission. One day he is sent to Ruby 
Ridge where the ATF is trying to apprehend an 
armed family. Because of that, Noesner arrives 
and takes control. Because of that, the F.B.I. 
agent in charge orders a sniper and they kill 
the suspect's innocent wife. Until finally, 
Noesner is questionning what the F.B.I. is 
becoming.

Summary (from https://imdb.com)

The FBI and ATF seize religious leader 
David Koresh's Branch Davidian 
compound near Waco, Texas in the spring 
of 1993.

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6040674/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6040674/


  

What is the hook? 

The episode opens with the thrilling and suspenseful arrival of the F.B.I. raid on the Branch Davidian 

compound. We’re shown the ending of the series in the first few minutes which is an irresistible open 

loop that we know will be closed. Also, because this is a historical event, we want to see how the 

show portrays the tragedy. 

 

Interesting observations: 

• Even though David Koresh is at the heart of this story, David Thibodeau and Gary Noesner 

seem to be more actively engaged in the story. Koresh is more passive, not really forced to 

make any decisions in the first episode. 

• There is a six-month time jump about halfway through the episode.  

Choice - 24:34 = 

Does Noesner 

engage in 

negotiations or 

storm the 

compound?

Conflict - 7:19 = 

Noesner sent to 

Ruby Ridge.

Gary Noesner

Consequence -

43:45 = Noesner 

conflicted 

about the F.B.I. 

and his role 

(talking to 

wife).



 

THEME 

 

CHARACTER 

The Protagonist – Gary Noesner 

Wants: 
To apprehend criminals. 

Needs: 
To know he’s still the “good” guy. 

The Antagonist – F.B.I. 

Wants: 
To apprehend criminals. 

Needs: 
To preserve its reputation. 

 

 

WORLD 

 

TheCareerAuthor.com  

What's it really about?

We're all broken (Koresh).

Fear is the greatest motivator (Noesner).

What is wrong with this world?

We don't know who the good guys are anymore.

Our world is becoming more militarized.

http://thecareerauthor.com/

